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STATE OF CALIFORNIA-BUSINESS TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY ARNOLD SCHW ARZENEGGER. Governor

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
50 HIGUERA STREET
SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA 93401-5415
PHONE (805) 549-3101
FAX (805) 549-3329
TDD (805) 549-3259
http://www.dot. gov/ dist05
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Flex your power!
Be energy efficient!

March 1,2006

County of Santa Cruz
Department of Public Works
Thomas L. Bolich - Director

ATTN: John J. Presleigh -Asst. Director
701 Ocean Street, Room 410
Santa Cruz, California 95060-4070

Dear Mr. Presleigh:

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY INTEGRATED WATERSHED RESTORATION
PROGRAM - VALENCIA CREEK FISH PASSAGE PROJECT

This is in response to your recent correspondence regarding Santa Cruz County (County)
accessing its Soquel Drive reinforced concrete box (RCB) culvert through a State
Department of Transportation (State) RCB culvert. Both the County and State culverts
are presently retrofitted with half width Washington Baffle type fish passage structures
that have been unsuccessful in that purpose and have instead become debris traps.

The County requires access through the State culvert (located immediately downstream)
in order to access the Soquel Drive RCB to construct both an improved fish passage
structure and a series of drop pool structures. The drop pool structures will transition
flow from the existing perched culvert outlet to the existing downstream channel grade.

The County will need to demolish and remove the existing Washington Baffle system
from the State RCB in order to use it for movement of equipment and materials between
the staging and work sites. The County proposes the following actions at the State's RCB
culvert:

1. Demolish the existing Washington Baffle system and separator wall.
2. Either remove the reinforcement bar dowels (used to secure the baffles and wall) or

grind them to a depth of not less than 2-inches below culvert floor grade and epoxy
grout the holes to grade.

3. Retrofit the State RCB with the same style concrete baffle fish passage structure that
will be installed at Soquel Drive. This shall specifically include all of the features
shown on the layout plan and detailed in the Highway I "Culvert elevation" and
"Culvert Detail" drawings on sheet 5 of 7 in the DRAFT plan set for the Valencia
Creek Fish Ladder dated 2/10/06.

"Caltrans improves mobility across California"
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John J. Presleigh
Santa Cruz County Assistant Director of Public Works
March I, 2006
Page 2

This proposed demolition and reconstruction shall be 100% funded by the County and
included as part of the "County Project Plans for Construction of Valencia Creek Fish
Ladder" contract.

The State Department of Transportation supports the County's pro-active approach in
recognizing the failure of the existing fish passage structure(s) and providing the
expertise to develop structures that will genuinely be viable for fish passage. To that end,
the State is willing to provide assistance on and waiving of the encroachment permit to
perfoIm this work.

We look forward to working with Santa Cruz County Department of Public Works in
making this project a reality.

Sincerely,

STEVE PRICE
Deputy District Director of
Maintenance and Operations

.Caltrans improves mobility across California"
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